
Name ___________________________________________ Date__________________________

Read the paragraph . Then answer the questions .
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Passage 35

1 . Context Clues   2 . Summarize   3 . Context Clues   4 . Draw Conclusions

Choosing	Leaders
People have been voting for their leaders since at least 
500 B.C. Some of the earliest voters were ancient Greek 
citizens. They voted by dropping clay balls into pots for  
the _________ of their choice. Centuries later, Roman 
citizens voted with beans. Early settlers in North America 
used corn kernels. In the 1800s, people marked their 
choices on paper ballots. By 1892, voters were using 
machines with levers, and in the 1960s punch cards became 
common. Today, electronic voting is becoming widespread.

1. The best word for the blank in this paragraph is
A . candidates .   B . elections . 
C . stew .   D . authentic .

2. The title that best summarizes this paragraph is
A . Dropping Clay Balls .
B . Voting Over Time .
C . Why People Vote .
D . Using Beans and Corn .

3. In this paragraph, the word ballots must mean
A . songs sung by wandering groups . 
B . printed pages for registering votes .
C . a kind of dance on toe shoes . 
D . pens used by people voting .

4. From this paragraph, you can conclude that
A . voters will return to using machines with levers .
B . how people vote will continue to change .
C . paper ballots are the most popular way to vote .
D . ways of voting will not improve .
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Comprehension Skills At-a-Glance
Use the information that follows to introduce the reading comprehension skills covered in this lesson. 

Main Idea & Details
Understanding the main or key idea of a paragraph is crucial for a reader. The main idea is what the paragraph is about. The 
other parts of the paragraph help to explain more about this key idea. Sometimes, the main idea is in the
paragraph. 

The information that supports the main idea is usually referred to as the details. Details help a reader gain a fuller under-  
standing of a paragraph.  

Context Clues
Using context means determining an unfamiliar word’s meaning by studying the phrases, sentences, and overall text with 
which the word appears. Context clues help readers comprehend and enjoy a text and also read more
and efficiently.

Inference
Although most primary students don’t know what an inference is, many are most likely making inferences—in their daily 
lives and when reading—without being aware of it. Explain that writers  
readers to supply some information. A reader makes a guess or inference by putting together what is in a text with what he 
or she already knows. Inferring makes a significant difference in how much a reader gains from a from a text.  

 first sentence of a

 smoothly 

don’t include every detail in their writing; it is up to

This student page includes a short passage focusing on three of these essential comprehension skills. 

Fact & Opinion
Readers who can identify and differentiate between statements of fact and opinion are better able to analyze and assess a 

I think and you should, that signal opinions. text. Students should learn to recognize phrases such as 
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Summarize
Readers should be able to use main ideas to summarize a text. By summarizing, students are better able to recall important 

 points. This is an important skill for taking notes and studying for exams.

Figurative Language
Beyond using context clues to derive meaning is the ability to differentiate between literal and figurative language. Readers 
who can recognize figures of speech and determine their meanings are well on their way to fluency. 

Draw Conclusions
After thinking about information in a text, a reader makes a decision or conclusion by examining evidence rooted in the text. 
Remind students that writers don’t always state all of their ideas. Readers must look for clues to understand what is meant. 

Point of View
While distinguishing fact from opinion is one step in the reading process, it is important for students to go further. They 
should be able to sort facts, opinions, and feelings to help determine a writer’s point of view and compare it to what they 
themselves think. Explain that good readers consult several sources on subjects of interest to gain different points of view. 
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